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Roughriders’ reign ends in snow

By DARRELL DAVIS
L-P Sports Writer

EDMONTON The Saskalchewan
LHoughriders, Grev Cup winners 50 weeks
rago, ended their unpredictable champion-
«ship defence on a snow-whipped field
against the Edmonton Eskimos on Sunday

Led by quarterback Tracy Ham, who
~threw for three touchdowns and scampered
for 62 yards, the Eskimos defeated the
Roughriders 43-27 in the Western Division
semilinal before 23,008 spectators at windy,
snowy and cold Commonwealth Stadium.

Edmonton visits Calgary on Sunday to play
the Stampeders in the Western final

“We shot ourselves in the fool when we
didn't get second place,” said Roughriders
guard Roger Aldag. “Our offence, with our

receivers, on our turf, that would have been
a greal advantage as opposed lo playing a
scrambling Tracy Ham in this weather.”

Saskatchewan lost 35-28 to the last-place
B.C. Lions in the season finale and finished
in third place with a 99 record, one game
behind the second-place Eskimos, Saskal-
chewan's final five losses came on the road,
where it compiled a 2-7 record

Last season the 'Riders won three playoff
games on the road lo win the Grey Cup.

“We lound out how hard it is to defend a
Grey Cup championship,” said Roughrid-
ers head coach John Gregory. “Everybody
turns it up a notch when they played us.

“Why doesn't any leam repeat? It's easy
to say, tough to do. But [ thought our play-
ers gave the greatest effort and I'm proud
of them for lots of reasons. As you go

through the good times and the bad times,
not many teams are able to show the class
this leam showed.™

One more victory during the regular sea-
son would have given the Roughriders sec-
ond place and allowed them to play host to

the Eskimos, who lost five of their last six
games to fimsh 10-8. Saskatchewan won
seven of nine home games this season.

“‘Shudda, cudda, wudda, if,"" said Rough-
riders defensive end Bobby Jurasin. “If we
cudda stopped the run we wudda won.

“We learned that if we don’t play well for
one game in the playoffs, it's over. One se-
ries can make a difference. The one series,
when 1 think about it, was the one with all
the penalties. That did it."

Jurasin was recalling a penalty-filled
Eskimos drive late in the firsl quarter.
Both teams had already scored touchdowns
— Hskimos linebacker Jeff Braswell
opened the scoring by intercepting Kent
Austin’s first pass and running 23 yards to
the end zone and Saskatchewan replied two
minutes later with a 48-yard pass from Aus-
tin to Jeff Fairholm.

Dave Ridgway had Kicked his first of two
field goals to give the Roughriders a 10-7
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WHAT'S IN A GAME?

lead, but Edmonton used five plays and
three Saskatchewan penalties before Mi-
chael Soles scored a 10-yard touchdown on
a pass from Ham.

“Crappy calls,” said Austin, who lefl the
game late with a minor right leg injury.
“You guys saw it. Something's got to be
done about the officiatling.”

Austin was mosl upset about (wo non-
calls, one in the first quarter and one in the
second guarter

“That pass lo {Roughriders wide receiv-
er Don) Narcisse in the end zone,” said
Austin. “It landed in bounds. He gets
tackled and the ref says it's uncatchable
That's ridiculous! Lucius (Floyd, Rough-
riders tailback) gets tackled going for a
pass, (Eskimos middle linebacker) Danny
Bass makes an interception and nothing's
called. Edmonton didn't do anything to stop
us. They weren't the ones who stopped us."

Milson Jones’ 10-vard touchdown run ear-
ly in the second quarter revived Saskatche-
wan's lead, but Edmonton took a 21-17 lead
at halftime because the Roughriders tried
an ill-advised return of a missed field goal.

Trailing 17-14 with two minutes remain-
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ing in the half, Edmonton’s Ray Macoritli
missed a 36-yard field goal attempt. Saskat-
chewan's Albert Brown, rather than
concede a single, returned the kick to Sas-
katchewan's one-yard line. Two plays later
the Roughriders had to punt, setting up a
34-yard TD pass [rom Ham to Craig Ellis.

“The coaches told us to bring it out,” said
Brown. *'I don’t know why. I don't question
the coaches” decisions.”

Gregory admitted that the Roughriders
returners had been instructed to return the

ball out of the end zone in the hope of break-
ing a long return.

Saskalchewan rallied again with a 40-
yard touchdown run by Jones to take a 24-21
lead. But two short scoring runs by Eski-
mos fullback Blake Marshall gave Edmon-
ton a 35-27 lead after three quarters. Ellis,
on a 4-yard pass from Ham, scored the fi-
nal major late in the fourth quarter.

“We can't be a roller coaster,”” said
Jones, who pulled his left hamstring and
missed most of the fourth quarter. “That's
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Blake Marshall bulls his way through Riders’ Dan Rashovich (39) and Vince Goldsmith

been our downfall. Even today we were too
hot and cold. We never established any-
thing.

“This isn't a slap in the face for us. It
proved that Commonwealth Stadium is the
toughest place to play. Why didn’t we play
at home? That's one of our inconsistencies.

“This was a great learning year for show-
ing us what we have to accomplish. I'm not
pointing fingers at anybody, but it showed
us that it’s a lot harder to be a winner than
a loser.”

Eskimos overcome long list of problems
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Danny Bass (30), Keith Gooch and Enis Jackson celebrate a job well done

By DARRELL DAVIS
L-P Sports Writer

EDMONTON — They ain't dead yet.

Those Edmonton Eskimos, the CFL team
with the much-maligned quarterback, the
coach with his neck in the noose, the out-
side linebacker with the price on his head,
the border in the dressing room dividing
the black players from the white players,
the team that wasn't supposed (o recover
from its problems, has advanced to Sun-
day's Western Division final against the
Calgary Stampeders.

“We needed a little light to get rid of
some of the things that were hanging
around,” Eskimos head coach Joe Faragal-
li said after his team defeated the Saskat-
chewan Roughriders 43-27 in the Western
Division final at Commonwealth Stadium
on Sunday.

Faragalli's future was apparently on the
line because the Eskimos had lost five of
their last six games.

“If we hadn’t won 1'd have gone ice fish-
ing," said Faragalli.

Eskimos quarterback Tracy Ham, who
was recovering from toe and ankle injuries,
had been chastised for the team'’s perform-
ance, Ham also stopped talking to the me-
dia in the wake of stories stating that the
Fskimos were aswirl with racial tensions.
Most players denied the stories.

“You won'l see our guys sipping wine lo-
night," said Ham. “We'll be talking about
playing Calgary."

Linebacker Jeff Braswell, whose on-field
taunting cheap shots made him the league's
most despised player, scored the game's
first touchdown. On Saskatchewan's first
possession, Roughriders quarterback Kent
Austin threw a quick-hil to lailback Lucius
Floyd.

Braswell dropped into coverage, inter-
cepted the pass and ran 23 yards for a
touchdown,

“Lasl lime they came here, beat us and
left," said Braswell. ‘It was a long winter.

“1 woke up (Sunday), saw the snow and
thought this would be a long winter if we
didn't win. We owed them one."

Last year the Roughriders upset the
Eskimos 32-21 in the Western [inal, Saskat-
chewan later defeated the Hamilton Tiger-
Cats 43-40 in the Grey Cup.

“The guy who turned the game the whole
time was Tracy Ham,” said Roughriders
head coach John Gregory. *'He scrambled,
he did all kinds of things that he shouldn'l
have been able to do with that sore toe. He
sure played a good football game."

Eskimos tailback Brian Walling, who
played for the Roughriders during last
year's playoffs, also had a lot to do with Ed-
monton’s victory. Walling had 87 rushing
yards and 74 receiving vards. And middle
linebacker Dan Bass had 11 tackles, one
knockdown and one interception.

It somelimes takes one little play to win
in the playoffs,” said Walling. “1 wanl to
give them that one little play. Although I
didn't score, I like to think I helped out.”

The title defence is over, and if you're
not happy about that, you should be

It's not a dancing-in-the-streets Kind of
happiness, like the one you experienced 12
months ago when the Saskatchewan
Roughriders won the Grey Cup and
whipped the entire province into a frenzy.
But in a subtle, more subdued form, it is
happiness nevertheless.

Losing the Western semifinal to the Kd-
monton Eskimos on a cold and snowy No-
vemnber afternoon was simply the best
thing that could have happened to the
Roughriders. They have been relleved of a
terrible burden. A tremendous weight has
been lifted from their shoulders

In all of professional sport there 15 no
more difficull a task than defending a
champlonship, and when you look back at
the 1990 CFL season from a Saskatchewan
perspective, the only logieal conclusion
you can draw Is that the crown was oo
in-:wy for the heads thal wore il

Thit goes for the players, the coaches,
and the general manager. The crown was

not a good (L. 1t stipped down over their
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eves, and obscured their vision. It blinded
them to the things that should have been
done but weren'l

Since last November, they've been a
team in suspended animation, and there's
nothing like a season-ending loss o snap
them out of it. That's no conselation now,
but if they use it as a point of departure, it
ghould give them a head start on 1991,

Winning the Grey Cup left them with the
feeling that things were just fine the way
they were. It distorted reality. 1t numbed
the senses. Il discouraged them from Lak
ing any meaningful action. That shouldn’t
be a problem anymaore

It's time for the general manager Lo get
to work. and | would suggest that Al Ford

begin by inviting head coach John Grego-
ry to take a metaphorical walk lo the
woodshed. The man deéserves a spanking

Gregory's childish behavior on the side-
lines at Commonwealth Stadium was an
embarrassment (o the organization. He
ranted and raved at the officials. He let
his emotions get the besl of him. He did
his team a disservice

Even if he's convineed that the officials
are making incorrect decisions, a coach
can't let himself gel caught up in that
stuff, as Gregory often does, He has no
control over the officiating. He should for-
get about it and concentrate on the game

You can go crazy wondering why Albert
Brown was instructed to return a missed
field goal from 15 yards deep in his end
zone, He was tackled at the one and, in-
stead of giving up a single, the 'Riders
wound up surrendering a touchdown

You can grow old trying to ligure oul
why the "Riders gambled on third down
from the Edmonton 32 when they needed
maore than a yard and their most effective
running back, Milson Jones, was on the

The Gregorian rant drones on and on and . ..

bench with a pulled hamstring.

They were stopped short — it wasn’t
even close — and the opportunity to cut
the deficit to six points with a field goal
{albeit against the wind, on uncertain foot-
ing) was losl

Gregory has less time to make those de-
cisions than we have lo second-guess
them, but that's what he's paid to do and,
at times like this, you have lo wonder il
he's the man you want calling the shots
when the game is on the line

If Ford chooses to retain the present
staff, he should at the very least impress
upon his coaches the importance of up-
grading their performance in two critical
areas — strategy and motivation

Motivation was a problem, and the
coaches have to take some responsibility
for that. This team was up and down all
season, and the coaches were unable to
stop the roller coaster. They can'l afford
to let it happen again in 91

Strategy was also a problem, admitted-
Iy to & lesser extent. | have no quarrel
with the offence, but thal defence is anoth-

er story. Enough of this gap-control pass
rush, dropping the linebackers, soft zone
coverages in the secondary. They have to
gel back to playing an aggressive, attack-
ing style

Il they don't have linemen who can
rush, linebackers who can blitz, and backs
who can cover one-on-one, they should go
out and get them. Which brings us to the
most important point of all — recruiting.
Maybe they should do some,

The homegrown talent is fine. Ford has
drafted and signed and traded for young
Canadians who seem capable of stepping
in when the aging veterans retire,

The import talent, however, is barely
adequate. It must be improved, especially
on defence, where 10 of the 12 starters are
imports. Fred Glick, the former CFL
coach, was recently hired as U8, scoul
That's a good place to start

There's nothing like winning & champi-
onship, but sometimes a championship
gets in the way. This is no longer a prob-
lem for the Saskatchewan Roughriders,
and we should all be happy about that

. giUiT 0 scoreboard — B3, B4, BS, B8, B7,88,89 .

Reproduced with permission of copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.




