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History & Description of the Samerset Buliding
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1 HERITAGE VALUE ASSESSMENT

1:1 History & Description of the Somerset Building

The Somerset Building is a two storey mixed use commercial and office building, situated on the corner
of 11" and Smith Street in downtown Regina, Sask. Built in 1929, its red brick fagade with parapets,
colour-glazed brick and Tyndall stone accents mimics the 1926 Lloyds building, on the adjacent corner.

The Somerset Building was designed by the local firm Reilly, Warburton & Reilly and built by the
Hipperson Construction Company, also based in Saskatoon'’s capital. The Reilly brothers, neither of
which appeared to have obtained any formal education in architecture, were joined by the British born
architect Joseph Warbutron in 1921, and subsequently became partners from 1924 until 1936. During this
period the firm designed, among other buildings, the municipal hall for Coalfields Municipality (Bienfait,
Saks., 1928) and the Yeager Fur Co. store (1928), adjacent to the Somerset Building. They also worked on
the Dominion Government Building in conjunction with local architects J.H. Puntin and F.H. Portnall.

1.2 Summary of Heritage Value
The Somerset Building heritage value can be summarized as follows:

Rich fagade pronunciations, mimicking Lloyds building;
an example of the typical commercial buildir olo
the largely intact office interior.. :
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