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¥ Before ¥egma Svas firsts inc&porated as a town in 1883,
town business was cted wherever space could be
found. This v m Ehetownspeople gathered in

As the town grew, many of its buildings were constructed
in and around 11th Avenue. With South Railway Street
housing the majority of Regina’s shops and maintaining its
status as the “business district”, the 11" Avenue corridor
became home to many municipal and religious buildings.

Knox Presbyterian Church was constructed directly across
from the town hall in 1885 (lefi, top: c. 1900), the third
church to grace that section of 11th Avenue. The first
dedicated fire hall, the Central Fire Hall (%ft, bottom:
c. 1910), was built adjacent to the town hall in 1894, while a
home at 11" Avenue and MclIntyre Street served as
Regina’s first hospital. In 1906, construction began on the
Scarth Street post office.

The area around 11" Avenue also served as a financial hub.
In 1901, the Bank of Montreal—which had the first bank
in Regina and the first chartered bank west of Winnipeg—
chose 11th Avenue for a new building. The Union Bank,
Northern Bank, Bank of Ottawa and many others began to
appear in the area.

In 1911, as part of their efforts to develop Regina into a capital
at the pinnacle of modernity, city council voted to construct
the Regina Municipal Railway (RMR). When it came time to
choose between South Railway and 11th Avenue for the down-
town line, Mayor R.H. Williams was able to sway the group
. toward choosing 11th Avenue. Not coincidentally, he was also
the owner of a large department store on that street
(background c. 1915). Thus, the main RMR}Ime pa&edd ‘ y
““““in front of his store as well as_emred that the lmpor}a ¢
11th Avenue.to feglna cmzens would contipue t qm.»
20th1.'entury prc;gressed tile amer:?nes found o:rm Bnue
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