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President’s Report 2017
My name is Jackie Schmidt- President of Heritage Regina I would like to welcome you tonight, to Knox Met. The Knox Presbyterian Church was built in 1906. It was damaged by the cyclone of 1912 and was rebuilt within a year. In 1925 the Methodist, Presbyterian and Congregational churches merged to become the United Church of Canada. The congregation of Knox Presbyterian was not happy with the merger - the dissidents, united under Judge W.M. Martin, formed First Presbyterian Church in protest. When the merger was completed, there were two United Churches in downtown Regina within a one-block radius of one another! ( Metropolitan United Church stood on the corner of Victoria Avenue and Lorne Street .) In 1951, the Metropolitan and Knox churches joined to form the Knox-Metropolitan United Church . The Metropolitan Methodist Church’s buildings were chosen as the congregation's new home, and the Knox United Church was torn down to make way for Sasktel's Telecommunications Centre. In 2016 restoration work was done was to its exterior walls, with a matching grant of 50-percent of the costs (Sask. Heritage Foundation), or 30-thousand dollars.
Heritage Regina has been very busy again this year and growing in leaps and bounds. Your board meets monthly with a very full agenda of educational activities, advocacy work and building our reputation and impact for future HR events. HR education work this year started off with Cathedral Village Arts Festival and the official kick off of the Summer Walking tour schedule: we passed out over 500 schedules that day along with informing festival attendees on the Heritage Holding bylaw list and listed building, we will again have a booth at the festival in 2017 in an effort to raise awareness of Heritage Regina activities and increase our membership and participation in walking tours. Look for us by Pacific Fresh Fish.
Look forward to our new listing of tours this summer through partnerships with the Regina Warehouse District and the Regina Public Library and other interested individuals in the community. We are coming off the first year of raising money by charging a small fee for walking tours this suggested fee was met with an overwhelming acceptance from the community.
 A project that we are especially proud of is our Partnership with Regina Business Improvement District in the creation of the Downtown Cultural Trail way. We had volunteers who provided editing services and we contributed volunteers to work the launch event held during Culture Days in September. 
Through this collaboration, Heritage Regina has won our first Municipal Heritage Award in the Education Category, an award presented to the Regina BID and Heritage Regina by the City of Regina, for our work on the walking tour brochure, website and mobile app which identify commemorate and celebrate the heritage assets and events of Regina’s downtown.
Another major success story for Heritage Regina is Heritage Regina Lecture Series this was a partnership with the City of Regina through a grant to produce an informative lecture series, these lectures have continued to grow in attendance as the word gets out on how fabulous they are! Join us on April 22nd for the Path of the Tornado with Robin Adeney and May 4th as Liberty Brears City of Regina explains Heritage 101: An introduction to attending Heritage Status. 

Our advocacy work has seen our involvement is several issues and projects related to preserving heritage. 

HR has played a major role in the city’s decision to restore the Confederation Park Fountain. We met regularly with the City of Regina Landscape architects, city planners and special project coordinators to provide input on the preservation of both the fountain and Confederation Park. Plan to join us June 30th for the official ribbon cutting ceremony for the opening of the park.

Heritage Regina has also partnered with the University of Regina and sits on the stakeholder’s committee for the College Avenue Renewal Project. This project will see Heritage Regina’s active involvement with the salvaging of historical and architectural elements of the College Ave. Campus building as work is completed.
The community now sees Heritage Regina as a stakeholder within the Heritage Community. News outlets, city officials, private citizens seek our input and comments on events like the loss of the Travellers Building and other heritage related concerns.  

 Our advocacy work has resulted in a positive, respectful partnership with the City of Regina where we are now approached to provide comment and input.

After Heritage Regina’s advocacy on the demolition of 13 Leopold Crescent, Councilor Bob Hawkins put forward a motion to have the City Administration review and make recommendations on:
a.     Ways in which buildings are put on, and removed from, the Heritage Holding list;

b.     Ways in which the process used by the Municipal Heritage Advisory Committee in considering recommendations pertaining to heritage issues and designations can be strengthened;

c.      Ways in which the municipal Heritage Holding List, the municipal Heritage Tax rebate incentive program, and the Declaration of Heritage Status process found in the provincial Heritage Act can better fit together and complement each other;

d.     Any other procedural or substantive issue that may be useful in furthering preservation of heritage building in accordance with the goals set out in the OCP (Official Community Plan); and 

e.      In making these recommendations, the Administration consults with interested parties, considers relevant provincial legislation, and considers best practices with respect to Heritage matters in other cities comparable to Regina.” 

Stay tuned as we say active on this front, we will report back to you on these outcomes.
Heritage Regina has board members that sit of the newly revised Civic Museum a re-envisioned Eco Museum in the City. We have spent this past year developing our “Doing good Work project – so we can recognize those in the community who restore/repair heritage buildings through a written acknowledgement and a gift card to a local business. Business partners for this project are Pearl Hardware we would like to get one other local business to join in on this great project.
Heritage Regina attended the Met the candidate’s night as we strive to ask the important questions of our incoming city of Regina councilor candidates as they campaign for office. We continue to work with a variety of city departments to be ever vigilant on heritage issues arising throughout the year.
Other advocacy work includes; working with groups to ensure attendance at Cultural Heritage management strategy workshops; participation in workshops on writing Statements of Significance and presentations to the Community and Protective Services Committee.  Board members participated in the Glockenspiel stakeholders group, finalization of the guidelines for the Laneway and Garden Suites pilot project and are awaiting the next steps for the committee to develop the Infill Guidelines for the City of Regina.  

We continue our work to add and grow our informative and interactive website. Plans for the ability to make donations and renew your membership online have been met! We have worked with local writers to provide articles for our website – past articles include information on 13 Leopold Crescent, Waterman/Waterbury manufacturing company, a virtual tour of 13 Leopold Crescent before it went down, the Sears Warehouse and now the History of the first tiny houses, the sod house and the Travellers Building Obit. 
 We now have a Facebook page and a Twitter account. Our brochure has been updated as we have partnered with Heritage Saskatchewan and the National Trust so that your membership with Heritage Regina gives you an opportunity for membership in all three organizations for one fee. 

As an outcome of our strategic planning activities that occurred back in 2014/15, the board we will continue to re-evaluate our year each and every year as we set goals for the next year to come.
We encourage all of you to look for opportunities to volunteer and support the board’s activities.

Regina's heritage includes buildings, history, landscapes, streetscapes, and the cultural inheritance of the community. The vision of Heritage Regina is to raise awareness and appreciation of the value of heritage and its importance to sustaining
 the culture and identity of the city.
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